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DRC in Transvaal Sees Government over "Areas Act" 


(Johannesburg) - Officers of the Dutch Reformed Church (Nederduitse Gereformeerde 
Kerk) in the Transvaal have seen the South African Minister of the Interior, Mr. 
Tom Naudé, about the consequences of implementing the government's Group Areas 
Acte 


The effects of the legislation on the rights of Indian businessmen had pre- 
viously been criticised by Professor Ben J. Marais, a well-known Dutch Reformed 
churchman, who said the shifting of Indians from long-established business sites 
involved grave injustice. Dr. Marais said he had "sufficient faith in the Dutch 
Reformed Church to believe we will not sit still while injustice is taking place" 
(see EPS No. 5). 


The executive officers of the Transvaal church who conferred with the minis- 
ter in Cape Town on February 19 were the moderator, the Rev. A.li. Meiring, the 
Rev. C.B. Brink, Dr. F.E. 0'B. Geldenhuys and the Rev. J.M. Benade. They were 
accompanied by the moderator of the church in the Cape Province, Dr. A.J. van der 
Merwe, and reported on their return to Johannesburg that the discussions with the 
government would be continued. BPS, Geneva 
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Australian Church Body Urges Trusteeship for New Guinea 


(Sydney) - The Australian Council for the World Council of Churches, which in- 
Cludes the major non-Roman Catholic churches in Australia, has urged a trustee- 
ship arrangement for the whole island of New Guinea. 


The territory of West New Guinea, now under Dutch sovereignty, has been 
claimed by Indonesia. 


The Australian church body said that "the primary objective of all policies 
in connection with New Guinea must be the promotion of the well-being of all its 
people, and of international peace and stability. Insistence on Australian or 
Indonesian military security can never be the determining factor in deciding the 
destiny of the New Guinea people", the statement went on. 


Proceeding to possible next steps, the Council said that West New Guinea and 
Papua should be placed under United Nations Trusteeship, “or some other form of 
international supervision". 


The Australian government was urged to "encourage the rapid development of 
Papua and North East New Guinea towards independence within a unity of the whole 
island". EPS, Geneva 


Protestant Minister Reported Killed in Colombia 


(Barranquilla) ~ An assistant pastor of the Protestant congregation in San Vin-— 
cente, Colombia, is reported to have been killed on January 24 when a group of 
armed men attacked worshippers as they left an evening service. 


Also dead, according to the Information Service of the Evangelical Confedera- 
tion of Colombia, is a four-year-old boy who died of a bullet wound in a hospital 
in Bucaramanga. EPS, Geneva 


YMCA Employees Strike in Manila 


(Manila) - Highty-five employees of the YMCA in Manila, have gone on strike be- 
cause of unmet demands for an increase in salary. 


Because of a picket line in front of the building, members of the YMCA have 
been unable to use the building. A suit by the YMCA and a counter-suit by the 
striking workers have been filed in court. The employees contend that the YMCA 
is bound by labour legislation. 


Counsel for the 47-year-old Manila YMCA says that the organisation "recog- 
nises the freedom of its employees to organise themselves for the promotion of 
their welfare and would be willing to deal with its employees through represen- 
tatives of their own choice for the purpose of fixing the terms and conditions 
of their employment". EPS, Geneva 


WCC-YMCA Leaders Hold Consultation 


(Geneva) - Relations between churches and Christian lay movements was the subject 
of a two-day consultation in Geneva between leaders of the World Council of 
Churches and the World Alliance of YMCAs. 
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During the consultation on February 13 - 14, attended by 17 representatives 
of the two organisations, Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, WCC general Secretary, said 
that "both the churches and the YMCA have reason to speak extremely humbly re- 
garding their success in dealing with youth. A common penitence ought to bring 
us together, Yet there are hopeful signs of pioneering efforts on both sides 
to break through to a more effective approach to secularised youth", 


Dr. Paul M. Limbert, secretary general of the World Alliance of YMCAs, poin- 
ted out that it was a long-standing concern of the Alliance to “establish and 
maintain an effective relationship to the churches of all confessions". 


The consultation, while not attempting to formulate a joint statement, 
noted that the YMCA includes within its constituency members of all major Chris- 
tian confessions and denominations as well as many adherents of non-Christian 
religions and probably attracts many youths because of its independence. A 
further study will be made of situations where lay movements and churches are 
working in close cooperation. 


Also attending the consultation were observers from the World YWCA, the 
World's Student Christian Federation and the World Council of Christian Education 
and Sunday School Association. EPS, Geneva 


Preparatory Commission for WCC Migration Conference Meets 


(Geneva) - A three-day consultation to discuss what should be the role and con— 
cern of the churches in the field of international migration was held in Geneva 
on February 18 = 20, the first meeting of the preparatory commission for a 
Migration Conference to be sponsored by the World Council of Churches in 1960. 


Subjects discussed included the present role of the churches in the migra- 
tion of refugees, migration and population pressures, and the division of function 
between governmental and intergovernmental bodies and voluntary agencies. 


National working groups are to be set up to stimulate intereat in the pro- 
blems of migration and to collect detailed information. A second meeting of 
the commission will be held in Geneva on July 21 - 23. 


The commission is charged with preparing specific questions to churches and 
national councils about their present programmes and future plans; making a 
study of the human and sociological implications of the movement of people; re- 
porting on the present commitments of the World Council to inter-—governmental 
agencies in this field and recommending the ones that should be maintained. 


Attending were representatives of Denmark, France, Germany, Greece, Japan, 
the Netherlands, the United Kingdom and the United States. Observers were 
present from the World Alliance of YMCAs, the World YWCA and the Lutheran World 
Federation. EPS, Geneva 


Evangelical Pastors' Federation Makes Plans in Kast Germany 


(Berlin) - A Federation of Evangelical Pastors, formed in the German Democratic 
Republic last year (see Bro NG, 50; 1958) , will hold a series of six retreats for 
members and their invited friends, beginning in May. Retreats will also be held 
for pastors' wives. 
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Plans for the federation include publication of an "Hvangelical Pastors! 
Jounal, 


A circular letter to federation members, signed by Pastor Wolfgang Caffier, 
head of the organization, says that there will be no attempt to lay down rules 
for dealing with the problem of confirmation for young people who have been 
through Communist-sponsored youth dedication ceremonies. The decision on this 
Question will be left to local pastors. 


The federation had published a statement on the youth dedication ceremony 
last autumn, claiming that it was fully compatible with confirmation (see EPS 
No. 38, 1958). EPS, Geneva 


France, Italy, in "Twin Parish" Ecumenical Project 


(Lyon) - In an experiment partly inspired by the intcmational "twin city" 
schemes between towns of similar size in two different countries, a parish in 
lyon, France, has adopted one in Floronce, Italy. 


The French Reformed minister of Croix-Rousse, Lyon, Daniel Atger, wrote to 
Pastors Carlo Gay and Alberto Ricca of the Waldensian Church in Florence, sug-— 
gesting regular correspondence. The Florence parishioners replied with enthu- 
siasn,. The parishes now pray regularly for each other's undertakings. 


Plans for the future include regular exchange of news, linkage of families 
by correspondence, hospitality for visitors in homes, delegations from church to 
church and exchange visits on vacations. 


Pastor Daniel Atger, urging other churches to take up the "ecumenical twin 
parish" idea, says that if the idea spreads it will help to make the ecumenical 
movement real in spite of language barriers. BPS, Geneva 


Czech Churches Step Up Anti-Nuclear Weapon Campaign 


( Prague) —~ The Czech churches participating in the Work of the"Prague Peace 
Conference" have pledged themselves through their representatives to work for 
peace and to teach that atomic warfare is a sin. Church publications and 
preaching will be used to implement the pledge. 


In a statement recently issued in Prague, the church representatives go on 
to condemn the possession of A-weapons, even as a deterrent. They say that 
possession increases the danger of use and the fear created: works against con- 
fidence and understanding. The idea of defending the Christian faith and 
civilisation with atomic weapons is rejected. 


The Czech churches also ask the committee preparing for a world Christian 
peace conference “to take the necessary steps to ensure that all Christians ob- 
serve the anniversary of the destruction of Hiroshima by the first atom—bomb as 
a day of repentance". Encouragement is also given to the committee to push on 
with preparations for a World Conference which will "condemn the military use 
of atomic energy and strengthen international confidence" on behalf of all 


Christians. EPS, Geneva 
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DDR Pastors Urged to Stay at Posts 


(Hamburg) - An anonymous East German pastor has stressed the importance for the 
churches in bast Germany of having ministers who resist the temptation to flee 
to the West. 


In a letter to the "Hamburger Informationsblatt", the writer takes issue 
with an article by West German theologian Hans Asmussen, who had questioned the 
wisdom of an agreement that outlaws West German appointments for East German 
pastors. 


The East German writer said that every pastor who fled left his flock with- 
out a shepherd. He declared that the "life and death struggle" of the churches 
in the DDR against “atheistic materialism’ made it essential for "someone to act 
as a voice for those who are dumb. There must be people who remain human when 
the whole of life has become political", the letter continues, “people whom one 
can trust, to whom one can tell one's difficulties, people who will not immediate- 
ly paSs on everything one says to a Communist official, so that he can inform 
the state security service." 


Conceding that a pastor may be legitimately forced to leave East Germany 
when his life is endangered or when his family needs medical or special educa- 
tional care that is available only in West Germany, the letter argues that only 
the churches in Hast Germany are entitled to decide whether a man is justified 
in leaving. 


Even then, according to the writer, the West German churches should not 
appoint a refugee to a parish without clearance by the East German churches. 
Ss we co not urge the people in our congregations to flee in order 
to save their souls, our pastors must remain at their posts", the letter concludes. 

BPS, Geneva 


in Brief 


A statemens issued in the United States by the National Association of 
Evangelicals “deplores the division in the ranks of Protestantism in response to 
the call of the Pope for an ecumenical council". Emphasizing that Protestants 
stand for the fine! authority of Scripture and the liberty of the believer to 
interpret the Bible through the Holy Spirit, the statement says that "the 
favourable attitude of liberal Protestants toward possible Protestant—Catholic 
cooperation ignores these mighty gains of the Reformation, and thus fails the 
great Protestant public". 


* * 


The Protestant Council of the City of New York has opened a $400,000 fund 
to erect, maintain arid staff a chapel at the New York International Airport. 
The chapel will stand near similar Roman Catholic and Jewish buildings. 


ek: 


The Ecumenical Church Loan Fund (ECLOF) of the World Council of Churches 
has extenced its work outside Europe for the first time by allocating $20 000 
for loans in Asia and by setting up a national committee in Burma. Attempts 
are also being made to establish national committees in Latin America and Africa. 
A $10,000 fund has been set aside for Africa. ECLOF now operates in eleven coun- 
tries and extends loans for approved construction projects of the churches. 
x * 
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The annual meeting of the Australian Council for the World Council of 
Churches unanimously elected the Anglican Archbishop of Brisbane, the Most Rev. 
R.C. Halse, as president for 1959. 


ao ys 


The Evangelical Methodist Church in the Philippines, a thirty thousand- 
member church which seceded from the then Methodist Episcopal Church in 1909, 
celebrates its golden jubilee this month. 


% x 


Three groups of theologians in Japan are working on the Japanese transla-— 
tion and publication of collected works of John Wesley, Martin Luther and John 
Calvin to mark the commemoration of the centennial of the missionary work of the 
evangelical churches in Japan. 


eee 


A "white book", published by the Study Commission of the French Protestant 
Federation, gives the text of documents showing progress in theological conver-— 
sations proceeding in France with a view to closer unity of the Lutheran and 
Reformed churches. 

x x 


President Carlos Garcia of the Philippines has informed the Philippine 
Federation of Christian Churches that he will personally view the Martin Luther 
Film before reconsidering whether it may be shown in the Philippines outside 
ehuvecheoud dings, The film has been banned for public showing for several 


years. 
% ¥ 


The Council for Ecumenical Cooperation of the Church Assembly of the Church 
of England has appointed the Rev. David Paton, managing director and editor of 
the Student Christian Movement Press since 1956 and a former missionary in China, 
as its secretary. 


uy eas 


A survey on marriage carried out by the Polish periodical "Banner of Youth" 
in cooperation with sociologists from the University of Lodz and the Polish 
Academy of Science shows that 73 per cent of the 2,000 interviewed were married 
ty church. Of these 40 per cent came from working class families, 40 per cent 
from the petite bourgeoisie and 20 per cent from peasant background. 


AG 


Professor Otto Bartning, well-known German architect, who designed the 
internationally famous “emergency churches" erected in war-devastated Germany 
in cooperation with the World Council of Churches, died on February 20. ) GOs 
fessor Bartning was, at the time of his death, consulting architect for the new 


WCC headquarters to be erected in Geneva by 1961. 
% % 


Theme of the second Prague Christian Peace Conference, to be held April 16 - 
19, will be "The Church Repentant - A Church for the World". About 150 Protes=— 
tant and Orthodox participants from Eastern and Western Europe are expected. 
x x 


The first All-Africa Lutheran Seminary opened at Marangu, Tanganyika, on 


February 16. Under the direction of Dr. Joseph Busse, of Hamburg, Germany, 


seventeen African pastors from six territories will take the first two-year 


course. BPS, Geneva 
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Document 


Message of the Synod of the Evangelical Union Church in Germany 
February 1959 
(See EPS No. 7) 


“The Synod of the Evangelical Church of the Union is meeting in a situation 
pregnant with tremendous dangers, not only for the divided people of Germany and 
for its divided captial city, but for world peace, The Synod realises how little 
it can do, and how impossible it is to proclaim that certain political policies 
are the will of God. But we cannot close our ears to the many evidences of 
external and spiritual difficulty, which urge us to place our trust in God and 
venture to do something for the German people and for world peace in this emer- 
gency. We therefore request all concerned to consider with us the following 
insights and proposals, which are dictated by the plight in which we are all 
involved. 


We 


1) Especially with regard to the question of peace and reunion, the German 
people should remember that the present situation is still the bitter outcome of 
their own guilt. Recognising this they should resist any revival of that 
nationalism in all its forms which dragged us and the whole world down into the 
abyss, and help to promote international reconciliation. Unless they definitely 
repent in this way, the German people will never attain peace, either spiritual 
Oe political, 


2) The German people should resist the temptation to engage in power-—politics 
by resort to alliances. 


3) The German people should declare themselves in agreement with a controlled 
limitation of Germany's military potential. More particularly, the Synod again 
calls for rejection of all methods of mass destruction and urges the German 
people not to adopt nuclear armaments. 


4) Every German government should realise that it is its duty to enable differ- 
ent ideologies and forms of life to co-exist in liberty and mutual tolerance. 


5) The German people in both parts of Germany must refrain from participation 
in the cold war. The cold war springs from fear, mistrust and the struggle 
between ideologies; by harming the honour of its opponent and through lying 
propaganda, it is a devilish way of preparing for the hot war. The Synod says 
this fully realising that the black-white ideology of the cold war threatens to 
dominate even us Christians, thus constituting a tremendous menace to the unity 
of the Christian Church. 


6) Our people must all realise once and for all, that neither peace nor reuni- 
fication can be attained without great persomlsacrifice. We cannot uphold our 
rights vis-a-vis the other powers if we ourselves are not prepared to make sacri- 
fices to serve a new era of cooperation between nations. 
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We beg the powers who have assumed responsibility for our country, as a 
result of its unconditional surrender, to devote serious consideration to the 
following proposals for the sake of peace: 


1) We ask the world powers not to continue to treat the two parts of Germany 
as a front-line for military and ideological power-politics. 


2) We ask them to pursue untiringly the efforts that have been begun to build 
up understanding and confidence. A policy of mutual deterrence, carried on 
within an atmosphere of fear, threatens to bring about a world catastrophe of 
inconceivable horror, instead of the peace for which the nations are longing, 


3) We ask them to help the German people to attain peace and reunification and 
not to refuse them the right to self-determination, which is one of the univer- 
sally recognised human rights. At the same time we urge the German people to 
be prepared to make sacrifices. 


4) Finally we beg the powers, as the basis for a peace-treaty, to restore 
unrestricted and legally—protected communication between all German citizens on 
Germany's present soil. Reunification must take place between people before 

it can be re-established politically, and it is not for the synod to indicate 
how political reunion should be achieved. But the synod must advocate this 
reunion between people because it fecls responsible for the plight of the German 
people and for peace all over the world." EPS, Geneva 
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